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Involvement of Britain and US’s other allies in CIA renditions were redacted from
Senate intelligence committee report

British ministers tried to suppress all evidence in the case of Binyam Mohamed,
who was tortured and secretly flown to Guantanamo Bay. Photograph: Shaun
Curry/AFP
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MPs and human rights groups have demanded a judge-led inquiry into Britain’s
involvement in CIA abductions of terror suspects, following the devastating US
Senate intelligence committee’s report.

Under pressure from Britain and other allies, their role in the CIA renditions were
redacted from the report.

The two main cases involving MI5 and MI6 in CIA operations involve Binyam
Mohamed, a UK citizen, tortured and secretly flown to Guántanamo Bay, and the
abduction of Abdel Hakim Belhaj and Sami-al-Saadi, two prominent Libyan
dissidents, and their families who were flown to Tripoli in 2004 when they were
tortured by Muammar Gaddafi’s secret police.

Ironically, in the light of the US Senate committee’s report, British ministers and
officials tried to suppress all evidence in the Binyam Mohamed case, claiming the
disclosure of MI5 and MI6 cooperation with the US authorities would prevent the
CIA from sharing intelligence information with Britain in future.

The government claims that if British courts agree to hear evidence about the
Libyan case, intelligence cooperation between the UK and the US would be
damaged.

David Davis, the Conservative MP and former shadow home secretary, said on
Wednesday that investigations into the cases should be reinstated under a judge
and with explicit terms of reference, adding: “It is very hard to see argue that this
shouldn’t happen.”

“The intelligence and security committee isn’t capable of doing this. The ISC can’t
subpoena, it can’t demand. The ISC sees what the ISC is shown. And the ISC’s
reports are subject to No 10 redactions. The government shouldn’t have the power
to decide what is put into the public domain about this matter.”

Clare Algar, executive director of the legal chasrity, Reprieve, said: “The Senate
report is an extraordinary document and sets out appalling torture by the CIA.
However, the publicly released summary details the abuse of just a handful of
victims. Among those not mentioned are Abdul-Hakim Belhaj and his wife Fatima
Bouchar. We know they were ‘rendered’ to Libya in 2004 in a joint CIA-UK
operation.”.
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She added: “David Cameron promised a judge-led inquiry into our intelligence
services, but he has since u-turned. Now the government says it will ask
parliament’s intelligence and security committee to examine this scandal – the very
same committee which completely failed to notice UK involvement in rendition
when it was going on, and for years after.”

Shami Chakrabarti, the director of Liberty, said: “The breadth and brutality of CIA
torture is laid bare – can our own authorities keep averting their eyes? Still no sign
of a judge-led inquiry into UK involvement in this shameful scandal – instead the
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government’s new bill furnishes the agencies with more powers to leave Britons
vulnerable to torture abroad.”

Andrew Tyrie, Tory MP and chair of the all-party parliamentary group on
extraordinary rendition, said: “The publication of this [US Senate committee] report
is an achievement for democracy. Sunlight is the best disinfectant. It makes the
UK’s failure adequately to investigate allegations of its own facilitation of rendition
– that is, kidnapping suspects and taking them to places where they may be
maltreated or tortured – all the more unacceptable. If one of the great Anglo-Saxon
democracies can be so open, why can’t another?”

Tyrie continued: “Until the scope and limits of the UK’s involvement are fully
known, allegations – whether true or not – will continue to erode public confidence
in our intelligence and security services. That is not in the public’s interest any
more than it is in the security services’ interests ... The intelligence and security
committee should have got to the bottom of this the first time they examined it, in
2007. The fact that they erroneously concluded that the UK was not involved in
kidnap and torture makes it all the more essential that their investigation is
comprehensive at their second attempt.

“America’s programme, and the UK’s involvement in it, have eroded the credibility
of the values that the west seeks to export around the world – values of civil and
political liberty. Enormous damage has been done. The Senate intelligence
committee has done a great service, by taking a crucial step to putting this right.
The UK, both government and parliament, must now do the same.”

Scotland’s lord advocate, Frank Mulholland QC, has instructed Police Scotland to
consider the US Senate report on CIA interrogation as part of the ongoing police
investigation into rendition flights.

He said: “The use of torture cannot be condoned. It is against international law
and contrary to the common law of Scotland. I have instructed Police Scotland to
consider the information published in the US Senate report as part of the ongoing
police investigation into rendition flights into Scotland.”

The lord advocate launched the investigation last year after the universities of Kent
and Kingston compiled what they said was an extensive database of rendition
flights in Scotland.

The use of Prestwick, Glasgow and Edinburgh as a stop-off on journeys often
linking the US and Middle East was identified in the universities’ interactive online
database. Five flights landed at Wick, a further five at Inverness and three at
Aberdeen, according to the research.
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